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LETTEE OP BOBEET PEOUD, THE HISTOEIAN, 1778. 

[The following letter of Eobert Proud, the compiler of the History of 
Pennsylvania, addressed to his brother, William Proud, of London, in 
addition to indicating his Tory leanings, contains interesting local data, 
commercial and military. The original is among the "Proud Manu- 
scripts" of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

Philada Anno 10. .1778 
Dear Bro. W* 1 Proud, 

This will inform thee that I have as yet rec d no Answer 
to mine of the 1 st of 12 mo. last, in which I mentioned 
pretty fully our situation here at that Time, and that I have 
wrote thee since in 3 mo. last, respecting the scarcity and 
high Price of some kind of Provisions here, which still con- 
tinues, viz. Flour, Beef, Pork, Beer, Cheese, etc., refering 
the same to thy Consideration, whether it might he worth 
while to ship some such Articles, if proper Permission was 
obtained, the Trade not yet being free to this Place ; but 
that as these Articles are very profiting, and if large Quan- 
tities should come in this Spring or Summer, or should the 
Country be opened to the City, which are Things probable, 
it would be bad Consequence to be concerned in the same. 
Flour especially is said to be very plentiful in the Country, 
but not to be got into the City at present : but from what I 
then wrote, I imagine it would appear best to thee not to 
venture ; every Thing here respecting Trade being in such 
a very dubious and dangerous Situation, which is still likely 
to continue to be the case. Dry Goods in all probability 
will be very low ; the People here are able to purchase but 
very little; their legal Paper Currency being entirely 
stopped, and their other means of remittance, by the Pro- 
duce of the Country cut off, or destroyd by the War. These 
Lines, therefore, are only just to let thee hear from me, and 
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give thee a Hint of the Continuation of the State of the 
above mentioned Articles etc in this Place. 

I am not yet quite recovered in my Health since my severe 
sickness, during the great Part of last "Winter; I believe I 
applyed myself last Summer too closely in adjusting some 
Papers, in part drawing up an Essay toward a History of 
the first Settlement of this Province an Aflair recommended 
by some Frd's, but which now lyes interrupted; this with 
my long preceeding confinement in this City, in the Rebel 
Usurpation in it, and since it being unsafe to go out of the 
Lines, especially for such as are more obnoxious than some 
others to the Rebel Party, together with the sight of the 
affecting scene of Destruction in this once happy Coun- 
try, occasioned in my opinion by a most highly infatuated 
and mad People, and the different "Way of living in these 
distressing Times, I imagine may have contributed towards 
my sickness. 

One of the Frd's who was banished from home to Vir- 
ginia last Autumn is lately dead in Exile viz. Tho. Gilpin, 
Son-in-Law of Joshua Fisher ; John Hunt, who is likewise 
there in Exile, has been dangerously sick ; and his Disorder 
having fallen into his Leg, it has lately undergone an Ampu- 
tation ; but whether he yet survives the operation, which is 
doubtful, we daily wait to hear; several others of them 
having lately been dangerously sick; all Applications by 
Frd's for their Releasement -have hitherto been in vain. 
Two of the Number, who were not Frd's or Quakers, 
came home without leave last "Winter. I have wrote to 
Bro. John by the present opportunity, from whom I lately 
rec'd a Letter dated in London, which he informs me is his 
present Residence. I shall be glad to hear from thee re- 
specting him, how he goes on, and is likely to proceed, as far 
as is in thy Power. In daily Expectation of hearing from 
thee, it being I think several years since thy last, I remain 
with Love to thee and Family with my Dear Mother, 

thy Bro, 

R. Proud. 
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The Army still remains here in "Winter Quarters, and in 
very good Condition, Washington with his Army is ab' 22 
miles distant. Nothing of much Moment that I know of 
has happened between them or their Parties for most Part 
of the "Winter. 

P. S. Anno. 13 th . 

After having wrote the above, I have just rec d thy accepta- 
ble Letter of 1 mo. 22nd. Thy kind Information respecting 
my Relations, and Concern for myself, give me much satis- 
faction. I intend to write to the Person in Maryland men- 
tioned by thee, when Communication opens, which is at 
present entirely shut up, and next to impossible, except by 
mere Chance. This City being still, as it were, besieged by 
the Rebel Militia supported by Washington's Army ; who, 
in small parties around it in the Country, do every Thing in 
their power to prevent Provisions, coming in, plundering 
the Inhabitants of what they can find, and otherwise abusing 
and murdering many of them, and burning such part of the 
Hay, Corn, and Forage around us as they cannot carry off; 
to prevent, as they say, it's coming into the Hands of the 
English. These Parties always run away when the King's 
Troops go out after them, and return again when they 
retreat. 

Since the above was written there appears more Proba- 
bility of our banished Frds. being either released or, in some 
Manner, returning Home, than heretofore ; they are ordered 
from Winchester in Virginia to Lancaster in this Province, 
where the Usurpers of this Government sit ; A few Days 
will probably shew the Event. A Fleet of above 40 Sail 
with a great Variety of Goods, Provisions, etc., are just ar- 
riving here from N. York, which I expect will bring down 
the Prices of several Articles which I have above mentioned 
to thee ; but I am informed there is no Flour on board. 



